
APUSH Summer Reading Assignment 

The Soul of America, the Battle for our Better Angels 

John Meachum 

 

Jon Meachum, Pulitzer Prize winning historian, examines 6 pivotal periods in America’s 

history when America was challenged by both internal and external forces. It examines 

specific events and individuals, their actions and responses to events of their time. 

Your assignment is to read the book, pick one of the 6 periods to analyze and in essay form 

answer the questions below. Produce an essay of no less than 1000 words, double-spaced 

type, 12 point font. 

 

1. Do you agree with the premise of the book? If so, why? If not, why not? 

 

 

2. What makes your chosen period more significant to you than the other periods? 

 

 

3. Does this period draw any parallels to the events of today? If so, why? If not, why not? 

The book is available from Amazon for $13.99 new and $7.00-$9.00 used. The Jacksonville 

Public Library has 13 copies available. 

You can turn in your 1st day of APUSH or email to the appropriate teacher prior to the 1st day, 

after you receive your schedule in early August. 

If there any issues or questions, please contact: 

David Goode goode1@duvalschools.org 

Alison Swartz swartza@duvalschools.org 
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Summer Reading Project Rubric 

Assignment 

Completely 
Answered ? 
w/Effective 
Reasoning 

Partially 
Answered ? 

w/Incomplete 
Reasoning 

Did Not 
Address ? 

1. Do you agree with the 
premise of the book? If so, 
why? If not, why not? 

20 points 10 points O points 

2. What makes your chosen 
period more significant to 
you than the other periods? 

40 points 20 points 0 points 

3. What parallels exist 
between your chosen 
period and the events of 
today? 

30 points 15 points 0 points 

4. Essay of 1000 words, typed 
and double spaced. Include 
word count on essay. 

10 points 5 points 0 points 

 

 


